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Borough  Health  Office. 

5  Martin  Street 
Stafford 

June,  1953 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Seventy-eighth  Annua] 
Report  of  the  health  of  Stafford. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instruc¬ 
tions  laid  down  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2/53,  dated 
22nd  January,  1953. 

The  vital  statistics  contained  in  this  report  and  most 
conveniently  summarised  on  page  34  disclose  for  the  year 
under  review,  a  very  happy  balance  sheet.  The  death  rate 
is  low — deaths  from  infectious  diseases  have  been  either  nil 
or  favourably  reduced.  In  particular,  the  low  number  of 
still  births  (the  lowest  yet  recorded)  associated  with  a  very 
satisfactory  infant  death  rate  is  worth  commenting  upon 
even  though  this  refers  to  one  year  only. 

There  have  been  outbreaks  of  those  Infectious  diseases 
associated  with  children.  Generally  of  a  mild  character 
with  no  deaths  this  year,  they  do  constitute  a  “worry”  in  the 
household  affected  and  especially  so  if  due  to  MTiooping 
Cough.  There  are  substances  available  some  of  which  do 
produce  immunity  sufficiently  so  to  protect  the  child  or  to 
modify  the  attack.  When  some  further  technical  diffi¬ 
culties  have  been  overcome  so  that  every  batch  of  this 
immunising  substance  can  be  of  a  standard  quality,  the 
attack  against  this  distressing  complaint  may  well  soon  be 
launched  on  a  national  scale. 

Water. — Stafford  has,  for  a  number  of  years,  enjoyed 
its  own  good  wholesome  and  plentiful  supply  of  water.  It 
is  known  that  this  cannot  continue  as  the  demands  of 
industry  and  the  increasing  population,  not  only  in  the 
Borough,  but  in  the  surrounding  districts,  has  made  it 
necessary  to  augment  the  supply  from  outside  sources. 

Sewage. — In  the  introduction  to  the  Annual  Report 
(1951),  reference  was  made  to  the  anxiety  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  regarding  the  delay  in  remedying  the 


inadequacy  of  the  Sewage  Works  and  the  sewers  in  the  older 
portions  of  the  town.  Although  not  strictly  within  the 
year  covered  by  this  report,  it  can  be  stated  that  work  has 
definitely  started,  not,  unfortunately,  on  the  sewage  works, 
but  on  the  main  pumping  station  which  should  alleviate  to 
a  certain  degree,  the  nuisances  arising  from  the  surcharging 
of  the  sewers.  This  may  well  be  a  preliminary  to  work 
commencing  on  the  Sewage  Works  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  (1953). 

Atmospheric  Pollution. — The  threat  to  health  and 
even  to  life  itself  from  polluted  air  has  been  made  manifest 
recently  in  London.  The  work  of  the  Health  Department 
in  this  respect  is  described  on  pages  15-16. 

Housing. — The  housing  programme  has  been  an  active 
one  during  the  year — details  as  to  houses  built,  including 
42  bungalows  for  the  aged,  and  houses  being  built,  are  set 
out  on  page  21  as  are  also  the  number  of  applicants  for 
houses  on  page  22. 

Meanwhile,  the  Housing  Committee  have  the  difficult 
problem  of  corrilating  the  gradual  cessation  of  housing 
demand  for  the  homeless  with  the  growing  need  for  those  in 
unfit  houses. 

A  start  has  been  made  on  the  unfit  houses,  although 
restricted  in  scope  to  those  areas  represented  prior  to  the 
war  and  to  a  few  areas  containing  houses  which  have,  in  the 
past,  been  subject  to  flooding. 

Road  Accident  Figures.— Included  on  page  32,  is  a  list 
showing  number  of  casualties  due  to  road  accidents  in 
Stafford  for  the  past  five  years.  At  the  same  time,  it  should 
be  stated  that  care  in  the  home  is  as  important  as  care 
in  the  streets  for  more  accidents  are  reported  to  occur  there. 

I  have  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  ' 
consideration  and  support  in  my  work  in  which  I  have  had 
the  loyal  co-operation  of  all  members  of  the  staff  and  in 
particular  also  to  thank  Mr.  Williams  who  has  collaborated 
and  Mrs.  Jackson  who  has  helped  in  the  preparation  of  this 
report. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


H.  B.  BINKS. 


REPORT 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  of  Borough  .  .  .  .  <  .  5,089  acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population, 

mid-1952  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40,750 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1952) 

according  to  Rate  Books  .  .  .  .  11,144 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1952)  .  .  .£256,614 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1951-52)  £1,026,803 

The  total  of  1 1 , 1 44  inhabited  houses  is  made  up  as  follows  : 


Houses 

10,723 

Licensed  Houses 

88 

Farm  Houses 

17 

Shops  with  living  accommodation 

316 

Social  Conditions. 

The  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange,  Mr.  E.  R  . 
Arnold,  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  following  survey  : — • 

Except  for  a  brief  slacknc^is  in  the  Boot  and  Shoe 
Industry  in  April,  employment  in  Stafford  was  maintained 
at  a  high  level  throughout  1952.  Unemployment  remained 
low  at  about  one  in  500,  while  some  500  vacancies,  mainly 
for  skilled  workers,  could  not  be  filled. 

Subject  to  essential  supplies  of  materials  and  power  and 
favourable  world  markets,  the  prospects  for  Stafford  indus¬ 
tries  for  1953  look  good.  Defence  production,  however, 
may  occasion  some  redistribution  of  labour  with  compen¬ 
sating  gains  and  losses.  Altogether,  the  employment 
opportunity  in  Stafford  remains  at  above  average. 


Approximate  numbers  of  persons  employed  in  the  prin- 
eipal  industries  and  serviees  in  Stafford,  eompiled  from 
National  Insurance  Records. 


Industry 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Engineering,  all  types 

7,000 

1,800 

8,800 

Local  Government  Services  (in¬ 

cluding  Education) 

1,300 

850 

2,150* 

Distributive  Trades 

880 

970 

1,850 

Shoe  Manufacture  .  . 

770 

970 

1,740 

Abrasives  &  Cast  Concrete  Products 

1,300 

440 

1,740 

Transport  and  Communications  .  . 

1,090 

210 

1,300 

Agriculture  and  Forestry 

960 

130 

1,090* 

Building  and  Civil  Engineering  .  . 

810 

20 

830 

Salt  Production 

310 

70 

380 

Gas  and  Electricity  Supply 

320 

30 

350 

Sawmilling  and  Machine  Wood¬ 

working  .  . 

200 

40 

240 

Printing 

140 

40 

180 

Wood  Heel  and  Last  Manufacture 

120 

50 

170 

*Estimated  total  for  Stafford  district. 
Borough  figures  not  available. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1952. 

Live  Births.  (See  Table  1,  page  33) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu¬ 
lation  .  .  16.5. 


Registered  live  births  : — 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

. .  648 

. .  329 

. .  319 

Illegitimate 

26 

17 

9 

674  346  328 


Still  Births. 

Rate  per  1,000  (live 

and  still)  births 

•  • 

13.8. 

Stillbirths  : — 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

9  . . 

4 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

•  •  ~ 

9 

4 

5 

6 


Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu¬ 
lation  . .  9.4. 

Total  Males  Females 
^Deaths  .  383  .  .  197  . .  186 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  .  .  Nil 

Deaths 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  ....  - 

Other  maternal  causes .  - 

Total  .  - 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


Total 

Males 

F  emales 

Legitimate  .  . 

. .  . .  15 

..  9 

6 

Illegitimate  .  . 

1 

•  »  •  «  ^ 

•  • 

1 

Totals 

. .  . .  16 

. .  9 

7 

*  The  Registrar- General  supplies  “  Comparability  Factors  ”  to  each 
district  based  on  the  age  and  sex  of  its  population  as  shown  at  the 
last  Census.  When  the  recorded  death  rate  of  a  town  is  multiplied 
by  this  factor  the  corrected  death  rate  is  obtained.  This  is  truly 
comparable  with  the  death  rate  of  any  town  similarly  treated. 
The  factor  for  Stafford  is  1 . 06.  The  corrected  Death  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  is  therefore  10.2. 
Similarly  for  the  Birth  Rate — the  factor  is  1.01  and  the  corrected 
Birth  Rate  is  16.7. 


Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  . 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  . 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


23.74 

23.1 

38.46 

76 
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Notes  on  Vital  Statistics. 

Births. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  for  the  year  was  .  .  674 

There  were  346  males  and  328  females. 

The  birth  rate  at  16.54  per  1,000  compares  with  15.3 
for  England  and  Wales  (see  table  page  34). 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1952  was  .  .  383 

of  these  197  were  males  and  186  were  females. 

For  Causes  of  Death  and  Ward  distribution  see  table 
on  page  35. 

Principle  Causes  of  Death. 

The  principal  causes  of  death,  their  number  and  their 
percentage  are  given  below  :  — 


Rates  pel 
the  poj 

'  1,000  of 
)ulation 

Percentage 
of  whole 

Percentage 
of  whole 

1951 

1952 

1951 

1952 

Heart  Disease 

5.8 

3.4 

51.0 

36.2 

Cancer 

Bronchitis,  Pnen- 

1.72 

1.10 

16.58 

11.7 

monia,  etc. 

0.84 

0.81 

8.17 

8.6 

Tuberculosis 

O.OT 

0.12 

0.72 

F.28 

Prematurity 

0.27 

0.15 

2.64 

1.6 

Road  deaths 

0.12 

0.25 

1.2 

2.7 

On  page  35  is  a  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death  as  supplied 
by  the  Registrar- General. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  rate  of  23.7  compares  favourably  with  the  rate 
obtaining  in  the  160  smaller  towns  which  is  25.8. 

The  table  showing  the  causes  of  death  of  babies  under 
one  year  of  age  is  set  out  below.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  12  of  the  16  deaths  occurred  within  the  first  two  weeks. 
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Causes  of  Death 
of  Babies  under 

1  year 

Under  1  week 

1 — 2  weeks 

j 

2 — 3  weeks 

3 — 4  weeks 

Total  under  | 

4  weeks  | 

j  1 — 3  months 

3 — 6  months 

6 — 9  months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

Violence . 

2 

2 

2 

Prematurity  .  . 
Pneumonia  and 

4 

w 

— 

— 

6 

- - 

— 

— 

■ 

6 

Broncho-pneumonia 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

CongenitalDeformity 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Asphyxia 

3 

3 

3 

TOTAL 

9 

3 

— 

— 

12 

— 

1 

3 

— 

16 

SECTION  B,— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

The  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
are  being  carried  out  in  this  Area  by  the  County  Council  as 
the  Local  Health  Authority  and  the  Birmingham  Regional 
Hospital  Board  as  the  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services 
Authority.  These  two  bodies  carry  out  their  duties  locally 
through  an  Area  Committee  in  the  case  of  the  former,  and  as 
to  the  latter,  by  two  Management  Committees,  one  for 
physical  ills,  i.e.,  the  Stafford  and  District  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee  and  the  other  the  Mid-Staffs.  (Mental) 
Hospital  Management  Committee  for  mental  diseases. 

The  General  Medical,  Dental,  Pharmaceutical  and 
supplementary  Ophthalmic  Services  are  administered  by  an 
Executive  Council  constituted  for  the  area  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

Briefly,  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Actj  1946,  the  Local  Health  Authority  is  responsible  for 

(21)  The  provision,  equipping  and  maintenance  of 

Health  Centres. 

(22)  The  making  of  arrangements  for  the  care  of 

mothers  and  young  children. 

(23)  Midwifery. 

(24)  Health  Visiting, 

(25)  Home  Nursing. 
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(26)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(27)  Ambulance  Services. 

(28)  Prevention  of  illness  — care  and  after  care. 

(29)  Domestie  Help. 

The  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority  has 
delegated  the  day  to  day  duties  under  part  III  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  and  nine  Area  Committees  have 
been  established.  Stafford  Borough  is  included  in  No.  3 
Area.  Representatives  nominated  to  serve  on  this  Com¬ 
mittee  are  as  follows  : — 

Representatives  appointed  by  County  Health  Committee 
—4.  Representatives  appointed  by  Councils  of 
County  Districts.— Stafford  Borough  4,  Stafford 
R.D.  2,  Stone  U.D.  1,  Stone  R.D.  2,  Exeeutive 
Council  Representative  1,  Regional  Hospital  Board 
Representative  1, 


Ambulances. 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council 
and  provides  ambulance  facilities  for  Stafford,  and  has 
proved  a  valuable  service  during  the  year. 


Social  Services  (For  the  Aged) 

There  are  three  voluntary  bodies,  the  Stafford  Old 
People’s  Welfare,  Darby  and  Joan  Club,  and  the  Red  Cross 
Soeiety,  actively  associated  with  the  welfare  of  the  aged 
with  a  membership  of  some  300.  Each  has  its  own  central 
social  afternoon,  mth  tea,  and  in  addition  each  has  its 
distinctive  functions.  Outings,  holidays  and  meals  on 
wheels — chiropody  and  visiting.  A  co-ordinating  body 
might  well  serve  a  useful  purpose  by  extending  the  meetings 
to  the  fringes  of  the  Borough  and  devising  a  scheme  whereby 
encouragement  might  be  given  and  provision  made  for  the 
washing  of  the  bed  linen  which  is  sometimes  apt  to  be 
neglected  by  the  aged,  and  also  to  extend  the  provision  of 
the  “meals  on  wheels”  service. 
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Residential  Homes. 

“  WiJford  House,”  is  provided  for  by  the  Eventide 
Homes  Committee.  Members  of  both  sexes  are  received. 
There  are  fourteen  beds. 

“  Westhorpe  Hostel,”  this  hostel  receives  ladies  onl}^ 
and  is  situated  in  Rowley  Park,  here  also  are  fourteen  beds. 

Fernleig'h  Hostel,”  Marston  Road,  is  available  for 
persons  who  need  care  and  attention. 

Infectious  Disease  Hospitals. 

During  the  year,  cases  from  Stafford  have  been  admitted 
to  Kings w inford,  Moxley  and  Bueknall.  The  folio wrng 
table  gives  the  number  of  Stafford  residents  treated  at  these 
hospitals  :  — 


Cases  admitted  to  Hospitals 

Kings- 

wintord 

Moxley 

Bueknall 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

8 

1 

Whooping  Cough  .  . 

2 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes. 

Burton  House  (12  beds)  and  Fernleigh  (5  beds). 

There  is  also  one  private  home  with  2  beds. 

Clinics. 

Under  Local  Health  Authority  : — 

School  Clinic,  Lammascote  Road. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  South  Walls. 

Lhider  Local  Hospital  Authority  : — 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Chest  Clinic,  Mill  Bank. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic  at  the  General  Infirmary. 
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Hospitals. 

Stafford  General  Plospital,  Foregate  Street.  159  beds 
for  general  surgery  and  medieal  eases, 

b  ernleigh  Hospital,  Marston  Road.  151  beds  for 
chronic  sick. 

St.  George’s  Hospital.  1,237  beds  for  the  Mental  sick. 
This  hospital  has  now  taken  over  the  premises  formerly 
known  as  Co  ton  Hill. 

Other  cases  are  referred  to  Birmingham,  Wolver¬ 
hampton,  Manchester,  North  Staffs,  and  Stoke  Hospitals. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  of  and  analysis  of  water,  milk,  and 
foodstuffs  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  at  their 
Laboratory  in  Martin  Street. 

During  the  year  1,019  copies  of  bacteriological  reports 
were  received  from  the  National  Public  Laboratory  Service 
in  Martin  Street. 

Royal  Brine  Baths. 

Abstracts  from  report  by  Mr.  Beazor  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Baths. 

“Attendances  for  the  year  remained  at  approximately 
the  same  level  as  for  1951. 


Private  Brines  .  . 
Brine  Swim 


3,410 

4,162 

25,429 

55,705 

32,290 


Private  Wash  Baths 


Fresh- water  Swim 
Schools  Swimming 


“A  decrease  in  the  Schools  Swimming  numbers  was  due 
to  the  curtailing  of  the  Winter  Programme, 

“The  number  of  hospital  patients  attending  for  brine 
treatment  increased. 

“The  decoration  of  the  fresh- water  swim,  and  the  re¬ 
siting  of  the  ladies’  private  brines  in  another  part  of  the 
building  will  no  doubt  help  to  increase  the  number  of  patrons 
to  these  departments.” 

Reports  on  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  fresh-water 
swim  for  the  purpose  of  bacteriological  examination  were 
satisfactorv. 
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SECTION  C.-SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

This  continues  to  be  good,  both  as  to  quality  and 
quantity.  With  the  exception  of  those  enumerated  below, 
all  dwelling  houses  have  an  internal  main  supply  laid  on  :  — 
Houses  dependant  on  well  water  .  .  9 

,,  with  stand  pipes  in  yard  .  .  6 

,,  with  supply  in  wash-houses  .  ,  42 

During  the  year,  for  the  purpose  of  bacteriological 
examination,  21  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  the 
Bacteriologieal  Department  The 

report  for  June  is  set  out  below  :  — 


June,  1952 

Milford 

Old  Well 

Milford 

New  Well 

Shugboro’ 

Town 

Probable  number  of  Coliforrn 
bacilli,  MacConkey  2  days, 
37°C  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  per 

100  ml. 

P'ifteen  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  and  a 
report  is  set  out  below  of  samples  taken  in  the  December 
quarter  :  — 


1 

Sample 

2 

from 

3 

4 

Town 

Milford 
Old  Well 

Parts  per 

Milford 
New  Well 

100,000 

Shug- 

borough 

Well 

pH  Value . 

7.5 

7.5 

7.6 

7.4 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at 
212°F . 

33.0 

60.0 

26.5 

21.0 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  .  . 

Nil. 

0.0012 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Albuminoid  . 

Nil. 

0.0012 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nitric  Nitrogen  . 

0.25 

0.31 

0.27 

0.17 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

5.9 

14.5 

2.25 

3.6 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours 
at  80°F  . 

0.008 

0.028 

0.004 

0.004 

Appearance  . 

Clear 

Extremely 

Clear 

Clear 

Injurious  Metallic  Contami¬ 
nation  . 

Nil. 

minute 
trace  of 
suspended 
matter 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total  Hardness  . 

12.6° 

19.5° 

11.0° 

9.4° 

Permanent  Hardness . 

5.4° 

9.3° 

6.8° 

3.8° 

Temporary  Hardness . 

7.2° 

10.2° 

4.2° 

5.6° 
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N.B.— Chlorination  was  discontinued  for  the  necessary 
samples  to  be  taken  from  Milford  and  Shugborough. 

Additional  remarks  as  to  above  table  : — 

(1)  Town 

This  water  is,  chemically,  of  satisfactory  quality. 

(2)  Milford  Old  Well. 

This  water  is,  chemieally,  satisfactory.  There  appears 
to  be  no  significant  change  in  the  plumbo-solvency 
since  January,  1952. 

Plumho- Solvency  found  in  ivater  taken  IQth  December^ 
1952  " 

Plumbo-solvency,  24  hours  exposure  to  lead  strip 
Lead  in  solution  .  .  .  .  0.04  parts  per  100,000 

Lead  eroded  .  .  .  .  0.02  parts  per  100,000 

(3)  Milford  New  Well. 

This  water  is,  chemically,  of  satisfactory  quality. 

(4)  Shugborough  Well. 

Plumho -Solvency,  24  hours  exposure  to  lead  strip. 

Lead  in  solution  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  0.02 

Lead  eroded  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  0.014 

This  water  is,  chemically,  satisfactory.  There  appears 
to  be  no  signifieant  ehange  in  Plumbo-solvenev  since 
Januarv,  1952. 

Mr.  Plant,  the  Water  Engineer,  has  submitted  the 
following  statement  on  the  water  supply  of  the  town  :■ — 

“For  the  year  ending  31st  Mareh,  1953,  the  total  water 
consumption  amounted  to  812,093,200  gallons,  an  increase 
of  32,983,500  gallons  on  the  previous  year.  This  represents 
20.69  and  23.81  (total  44.50)  gallons  per  head  per  day  for 
domestie  and  trade  purposes  respeetively.  The  population 
supplied  is  now  about  51,000. 


14 


^’The  new  reservoir  at  Milford  was  brought  into  com¬ 
mission  in  August  and  was  officially  opened  on  the  22nd 
October,  1952. 

“Rainfall  for  1952  amounted  to  27.98  inches,  compared 
with  an  average  of  30.02  inches  for  the  past  thirty  years.” 


Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Work  is  actively  proceeding  on  the  preparation  of 
tender  documents  for  the  construction  of  the  New  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  and  tenders  have  been  advertised  for  and 
obtained  for  the  construction  of  the  Pumping  Station  at 
the  Lammascote  Road  Depot. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Surface  Water  Sewers. — The  total  length  of  surface 
water  sewers  laid  was  as  follows  : —  3,138  lineal  yards  9in. 
diameter. 

Foul  Water  Sewers. — 389  lineal  vards  of  9in.  foul 
water  sewers  were  laid  at  Manor  Estate  and  Crab  Lane. 


Smoke  Abatement  (Industrial  Chimneys) 

Previous  Annual  Reports  have  mentioned  the  atmos¬ 
pheric  pollution  from  the  Salt  Works  at  Stafford.  Since 
July,  1952,  the  Public  Health  Comirnttee  has  required  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspeetor  to  furnish  a  quarterly  report  on 
the  installation  of  mechanical  stokers  at  the  three  Salt 
Works.  During  the  year,  speedy  progress  has  been  made. 
Members  of  the  Publie  Health  Committee  visited  the  works 
and  were  shown  the  old  and  the  new'  methods  of  firing 
required  for  the  making  of  salt. 

The  I.C.I.  works  employed  a  fully-qualified  Fuel 
Combustion  Engineer  to  deal  with  smoke  prevention,  and 
after  extensive  trials  it  appears,  and  fairly  conclusively  so, 
that  the  method  of  underfeed  firing  has  given  satisfactory 
results.  It  is  understood  that  the  management  will 
endeavour  to  have  ten  pans  completed  whieh  will  be  fired 
by  21  underfeed  stokers,  and  by  the  end  of  1954,  the  remain¬ 
ing  pans,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  completed. 
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The  remaining  two  Salt  Works  have  yet  to  follow  the 
excellent  lead  given  by  the  I.C.I. 

Atmospheric  pollution  is  being  dealt  with  from  two 
other  industries  and  it  is  anticipated  that  remedial  action 
will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1953, 

lire  installation  of  recording  instruments  to  determine 
the  degree  of  atmospheric  pollution  within  the  Borough  have 
been  considered  by  the  Committee  and  although  a  number  of 
towns  have  such  instruments,  it  was  decided  that  Stafford, 
having  only  a  few  black  spots  and  being  surrounded  by  an 
extensive  green  belt,  it  was  not  a  necessity  and  could  be 
reasonably  dispensed  with.  The  Committee  however,  feel 
that  energetic  steps  must  be  taken  to  reduce,  to  the  minimum, 
industrial  atmospheric  pollution,  and  when  the  works 
mentioned  above  have  installed  the  necessary  plants,  Stafford 
Borough  should  be  free  from  excessive  industrial  smoke 
pollution. 

Mention  must  also  be  made  as  to  the  pollution  of  the  air 
from  domestic  fires.  Smokeless  types  of  grates  are  being 
installed  increasingly  in  new  and  old  houses.  The  supply  of 
suitable  fuels  is  limited  and  coke  is  onh^  plentiful  during  the 
summer  periods.  Smokeless  types  of  fuel  must  be  more 
freely  available  if  pollution  of  the  air,  from  this  source,  is  to 
be  successful. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Closet  Accommodation. — ^Eighteen  years  ago,  the 
Council  resolved  that  a  grant  of  50/-  be  made  as  an  induce¬ 
ment  to  owmers  to  replace  waste  water  closets,  of  which  there 
were  some  fifteen  hundred  in  the  town,  for  the  modern 
pedestal  flushing  type.  There  are  now  six  hundred  and 

sixty  w’aste  water  closets  in  the  town.  Seventv-seven  have 

%/ 

been  converted  during  the  year.  Had  the  war  not  inter¬ 
vened,  all,  except  those  on  hopeless  properties,  would  have 
been  dealt  with. 

There  are,  in  addition,  33  houses  wHh  pail  closets  and 
721  households  have  not  a  separate  convenience. 
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The  tabular  statement  below  contains  the  number  and 
nature  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  with 
the  number  of  notices  served  and  the  result  of  such  notices. 


1 

No.  of  Notices. 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

De¬ 

fects 

In¬ 

formal 

1 

Stat- 

utorv 

2 

Complied 

with 

1 

1 

2 

Dwellinghouses  : — 

Repairs  to  dwellinghouses 

1445 

113 

113 

5 

101 

5 

Houses  requiring  cleans- 

ing  and  verminous  houses 

50 

11 

11 

— 

11 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  .  . 

509 

80 

80 

14 

64 

13 

j  House  drainage  defects  .  . 

.581 

69 

69 

1 

67 

1 

1  Dustbins  . 

677 

— 

— 

— 

677 

— 

Accumulation  of  refuse  .  . 

12 

— - 

12 

— — 

12 

— 

Overcrowding  . . 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water  supply  . 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  (Mechanical)  In- 

eluding  Bakehouses.  Food 

preparing  premises,  ice 

cream  manufacturers  .  . 

88 

33 

33 

— 

26 

— 

Factories  (Non  Mechanical) 

18 

• — 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses . 

938 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  where  food  is  sold  .  . 

382 

81 

81 

— 

61 

— 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

28 

10 

10 

10 

— 

Offensive  Trades  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Dairies  . 

23 

_ _ 

-  -- 

_ _ 

Piggeries  and  Stables  .... 

128 

28 

28 

— 

26 

— 

Market  Inspections . 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Shops . 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cafes  . . . 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Houses  . 

15 

— 

- — ■ 

_ 

— 

— 

Cinemas . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  to  infectious  cases  . . 

371 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  observations . 

64 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances  . 

119 

28 

28 

_ 

28 

_ 

Rehousing  of  Families  .... 

557 

— 

Caravans  .... 

17 

_ 

^ _ 

_ 

Refuse  tips . 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pet  sbons  . 

6 

_ 

_ 

6167 

453 

465 

20 

1083 

19 
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Factory  Act,  1937. 

1. —INSPECTIONS. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections 

Notices 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local  Au¬ 
thorities  . 

9 

18 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Au¬ 
thority  . 

111 

88 

13 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) .... 

5 

—  -  - 

Total . 

125 

101 

13 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number 

of  cases  found 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Ref€ 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

jrred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Want  of  cleanliness . 

10 

8 

■ 

Overcrowding  . 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  . 

■■■ 

'  “ 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation . . 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

__ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  . 

Sanitary  conveniences — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

10 

6 

— 

4 

— 

fective  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

5 

4 

^ - - 

1 

— 

sexes . 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork) . 

8 

8 

___ 

___ 

— 

Total  . . . 

33 

26 

5 

— 

Section  110  (1)  (c)  Factory  Act,  1937,  requires  the 
number  of  outworkers  engaged  in  the  making,  etc.,  of 
wearing  apparel.  The  number  is  One. 
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Refuse  Disposal. 

Each  year  in  the  Spring  the  refuse  tips  at  Riverway  and 
Silkmore  are  extensively  treated  with  Gammexane  Powder. 
This  is  continued  weekly  throughout  the  Summer  months 
and  the  method  has  been  found  to  be  most  effective  in 
preventing  nuisances  arising  from  flies,  crickets,  etc. 

Dustbins. 

The  Corporation  provided  dustbins  to  617  householders 
and  since  the  commencement  of  this  scheme  in  July,  1950, 
1,671  dustbins  have  been  issued. 

Byelaws  as  to  the  Keeping  of  Pigs 

The  Town  Council  resolved  that,  with  effect  from  1st 
April,  1952,  the  bye-laws  as  to  the  keeping  of  pigs  be  enforced, 
and  the  distanee  of  90  feet  from  any  dwellinghouse  be  com¬ 
plied  with. 

There  were,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  48  pig  styes  whieh 
complied  with  the  bye-law. 

Verminous  Houses. 

The  disinfeetion  of  verminous  houses  is  being  effeeted 
by  the  use  of  inseeticides  containing  D.D.T.  Since  the 
commencement  of  the  building  of  post-war  Corporation 
houses,  the  dwellings  of  prospective  tenants  have  been 
visited  by  a  sanitary  inspector  and  a  certificate  issued  to  the 
housing  department  regarding  cleanliness,  including  ver¬ 
minous  eonditions.  During  the  year,  567  visits  were  paid 
to  dwellinghouses  of  applicants  for  Corporation  houses. 
Records  show  that  since  the  year  1947,  the  number  of  houses 
visited  were  4,824,  and  out  of  this  number,  204  houses  with 
furniture  were  treated.  A  percentage  of  4.22  indieates  that 
a  fair  standard  of  eleanliness  exists  within  the  Borough. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  two  offensive  trades  on  the  Register  consisting 
of  :  — 

1  Rag  and  Bone  Merchant. 

1  Gut  Scraper. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspeetor  is  the  Authorised  Pest 
Officer  and  is  assisted  by  a  Pest  Operator. 
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During  the  year,  124  complaints  of  rats  and  27  com¬ 
plaints  for  mice  were  received.  The  centre  of  the  town  is 
practically  free  from  rat  infestation,  only  15  complaints 
(and  these  w'ere  minor  infestations)  were  from  the  shopping 
centre. 

The  Rodent  Operator  dealt  with  246  premises  which 
required  790  visits. 

A  new  bait  “Warfarin”  has  replaced  the  older  poisons — 
Arsenic,  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Red  Squill.  It  was  used 
extensively  during  the  year  with  success  and  it  has  the 
following  useful  characteristics — it  is,  when  properly  used, 
harmless  to  other  animals  and  when  mixed  with  suitable 
cereals  no  pre-baiting  is  required  and  the  rats  do  not  become 
bait-shy. 

‘V 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  as  the 
Authorised  Officer  for  the  purpose  of  efnorcing  the  above 
mentioned  Act.  Four  licences  were  issued. 

Before  granting  licences,  certain  conditions  which  had 
been  recommended  by  the  Association  of  Municipal  Cor¬ 
porations  based  upon  suggestions  from  the  Society  of 
Ih’evention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  had  to  be  complied  with. 

SECTION  D.— HOUSING 

During  the  year  two  areas  consisting  of  25  dwelling- 
houses  were  placed  before  the  Housing  Committee  for 
consideration  and  were  declared  to  be  Clearance  Areas. 

Four  houses  in  New  Street  were  represented  as  unfit  and 
Demolition  Orders  were  served. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  was  also  directed  to 
North  Walls,  where  there  are  a  number  of  houses  still  in 
occupation  although  the  committee  had  decided  in  view  of 
the  representation  made  in  1938,  that  occupants  should  be 
rehoused  and  the  property  demolished  as  soon  as  practicable. 
The  hold  up  in  the  building  programme  which  occurred 
during  the  year  has,  of  necessity,  not  only  delayed  the 
housing  of  lodgers,  but  those  living  in  unfit  houses,  and  thus 
retarded  this  department  in  its  representation  of  additional 
unfit  houses. 
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These  unfit  houses,  many  of  which  are  affected  with 
internal  dampness  and  lack  of  modern  amenities,  penalise 
the  young  married  people  both  materially  on  account  of 
damage  to  their  new  furniture,  and  mentallv  and  aestheti- 
cally  in  that  tlie^^  are  deprived  of  that  mode  of  life  to  which 
the  majority  of  their  generation  have  come  to  look  upon  as 
normal.  The  amenities — hot  and  cold  water  laid  on  with 
internal  sanitary  and  bathing  facilities  and  proper  food 
storage  are  now  generally  accepted  as  a  normal  and  rightful 
inclusion  in  the  definition  of  a  house  fit  for  human  habitation. 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

There  is  no  licensed  camping  ground  in  the  Borough. 
Eleven  licences  wei’e  granted  for  the  purpose  of  “siting” 
trailer  caravans  for  limited  periods. 

The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  Higson,  has  kindly  supplied 
me  with  the  following  information  :  — 


Houses  Erected  Between  1.1.52  and  31.12.52 

Corporation  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  113 

Other  houses,  including  those  erected  b}" 

the  Air  Ministry  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  165 

-  278 

Houses  in  the  Course  of  Erection  on  the 
31.12.52 


Corporation  Houses 
Other  Houses 

Houses  Erected  from  1945  to  31.12.52 

Corporation  Houses  :  — 

Permanent 
Temporary 
Fiats  (Conversion) 


213 

46 

-  259 


1472 

225 

14 

-  1711 


Grand  Total 


2248 


The  following  table,  supplied  by  the  Housing  Manager, 
compares  applications  on  the  books  for  July,  1952,  and  March, 
1953.  It  is  understood  that  these  applications  include 
many  from  outside  the  Borough. 
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HOUSEHOLDERS 


Analysis  of  Housing  Applications 
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The  Housing  Department  intimated  that  of  the  1757 
applicants  on  the  list,  391  are  from  those  residing  outside 
the  Borough  and  consists  of  223  householders  and  168 
lodgers. 


SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  table  on  page  17  enumerates  the  visits  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  to  bakehouses,  fried  fish  shops,  dairies, 
premises  where  cooked  meals  are  prepared,  ice-cream  makers, 
and  all  shops  where  food  is  sold. 

A  more  reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the 
handling  and  exposure  of  foodstuffs  for  sale  is  gradually 
taking  place  in  the  Borough.  The  practice,  however,  of 
exposing  food  in  open-fronted  shops  and  the  placing  of  food 
and  vegetables  on  public  footpaths  and  forecourts  is  not 
ceasing  as  rapidly  as  is  desired.  Since  the  Model  Bye-laws 
include  this  statement —  “all  such  steps  as  may  be  reasonably 
necessary  to  protect  food  from  dust,  dirt,  etc.”,  it  might  well 
be  assumed  that  retailers  would  comply,  and  given  time  it  is 
hoped  that  they  will.  Unfortunately,  the  bye-law  uses  the 
words  “reasonably  necessary”  and  it  has  been,  up  to  the 
present,  difficult  to  persuade  retailers  to  appreciate  the 
sanitary  inspectors  interpretation  of  those  words. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  which  became 
operative  as  from  October,  1949,  six  licences  are  issued  for 
premises  registered  as  dairies  (not  being  dairy  farms)  and 
to  38  persons  to  carry  on  the  trade  of  distributors. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Dealers’  Licences 

for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Raw  Milk  .  .  =  4 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Supplementary 
Licences  for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Raw 
1\T  1 1  Ic  —  f\ 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Dealers’  Licences 

for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  milk  .  .  .  .  .  .  =14 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Dealers’  Licences 

for  the  sale  of  Sterilised  milk  .  .  .  .  .  .  =10 
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Number  of  persons  issued  with  Dealers’  Licences  to 
use  designation,  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

(Pasteurised)  . =17 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Supplementary 

Licences  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  milk  .  .  .  .  =  5 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Supplementary 

Licences  for  the  sale  of  Sterilised  milk  .  ,  .  .  =  2 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Supplementary 

Licences  to  use  designation  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  (Pasteurised)  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  =  3 

In  addition,  four  dairy  farmers  retail  milk  within  the 
Borough. 

Sampling. 

The  examination  of  samples  submitted  for  bacterial 
content  and  tubercle  bacilli  are  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council,  and  the  results  are  set  out  below. 

Approximately  15%  of  the  samples  taken  did  not  pass 
the  test  which  assesses  the  keeping  quality.  No  tubereule 
bacilli  was  found  in  any  sample.  The  bulk  of  the  milk  sold 
in  the  town  is  Pasteurised.  This  is  fortunate  as  in  addition 
to  other  harmful  organisms  including  Tubercle  which  can  be 
conveyed  by  raw  milk,  an  organism  causing  Brucillosis  has 
been  found  in  raw  milk  with  disturbing  frequency.  As  this 
is  the  cause  of  undulant  fever,  in  man,  a  long  and  debili¬ 
tating  fever,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  public  shouid 
insist  on  the  pasteurisation  of  all  raw  milk  whether  it  be 
designated  or  not,  especially  as  its  control  in  the  herd  is  at 
present  impracticable. 


Designation 

No.  of 
samples 
taken 

Keep] 

ng  Quality 

Test  for 

Tuberculosis 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 
Methylene 
Blue  test 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

60 

29 

9 

22 

_ 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

19 

18 

1 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

125 

104 

14 

7 

— 

Accredited 

5 

2 

3 

— 

Sterilised  .  , 

4 

4 

— 

— 

■  — 

Undesignated  .  . 

43 

24 

6 

13 

— 

256 

181 

30 

45 

24 


Samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  retailers  as  follows  : 


Number 

Prodtjcer-Retatlers  : 

Milk  from  own  cows  .  . 

46 

Milk  from  cows  of  other  producers  . . 

33 

Retailers  ; 

Dairies  in  Borough  receiving  milk  from  cowkeepers 

ou..side  the  Borough 

114 

Dairies  outside  the  Borough  receiving  milk  from 

keepers  within  the  Borough 

Dp.iries  outside  the  Borough  receiving  milk  from 

cowkeepers  outside  the  Borough  .  . 

63 

256 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  Stafford  and  Stone  Co-operative  Slaughterhouse 
re-opened  during  the  year  for  the  slaughter  of  “bacon” 
pigs.  The  main  business  of  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at 
the  Government  controlled  slaughterhouses  in  Red  laon 
Street.  938  visits  were  made  to  achieve  100%  inspection 
of  all  carcases  and  organs. 

At  Stafford  there  is  one  Government-controlled  slaugh¬ 
ter-house  which  supplies  Stafford  Rural,  Rugeley,  and  parts 
of  Cannock  Rural  District,  in  addition  to  Stafford  Borough. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. — During  the  year  17 
licences  were  issued  to  fit  and  proper  persons  to  slaughter 
animals  for  human  food.  A  number  of  men  included  in  the 
above  figure  are  not  employed  at  slaughterhouses,  but  are 
butchers’  assistants  who  slaughter  pigs  privately  and  use 
humane  killers. 
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CARCASES  RECEIVED,  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

3,327 

1,390 

1,549 

14,910 

9,787 

Number  inspected 

3,327 

1,390 

1,549 

14,910 

9,787 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

4 

14 

45 

42 

57 

Portions  of  carcases 
with  organs 

20 

9 

— 

10 

19 

Organs  only 

990 

663 

4 

513 

540 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

21.46 

34 . 96 

3.)s 

3.79 

5.27 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

12 

29 

6 

13 

Portions  of  cai  cases 
with  organs 

4 

29 

— 

— 

2 

Organs  only 

222 

880 

— 

— 

279 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

6.18 

38.71 

0.39 

2.49 

Casualty  animals 

received 

56 

66 

95 

154 

538 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  :  47  tons  7  cwts.  14  lbs. 

225  certificates  were  issued  confirming  the  unfitness  of 
foods  reported  to  the  Department  by  provision  merchants  in 
the  town.  The  principal  items  were  : —  70  tins  milk,  276 
tins  meat,  618  tins  vegetables,  165  tins  fish,  481  tins  and 
jars  of  fruit  and  preserves.  40  other  certificates  were  issued 
for  sundry  items. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 


The  following  premises  are  registered  : — 
Preparation  of  sausages,  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  .  .  .  . 

Sale  only  of  ice  cream  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Sale  of  ice  cream  in  pre-packed  containers  .  .  76 

Storage  of  ice  cream  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  2 

Fish  frying  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Shops  which  are  visited  to  which  Section  18 
applies  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  155 


Ice  Cream. 

Samples  are  frequently  taken  to  determine  the  whole¬ 
someness  of  the  product,  and  submitted  to  the  Laboratory 
for  testing ;  the  results  are  tabulated  into  four  grades. 
Grades  3  and  4,  if  repeated  consistently,  indicate  an  unsatis¬ 
factory  product. 

For  the  year  under  review,  the  results  of  the  sampling 
may  be  considered  as  good. 


LABORATORY  REPORTS 

ON  ICE  CREAM  (1952) 

Ice  Cream  made  within 

Ice  Cream  made  out- 

the  Borough 

side  the  Borough 

Total 

Heat  Treated 

Cold  Mix 

Heat  Treated 

Cold  Mix 

Grade  1 

4 

6 

5 

_ 

15 

Grade  2 

3 

O 

2 

— 

7 

Gr.  de  3 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Grade  4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  the  following 
samples  were  taken.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
has  kindly  furnished  me  with  this  information  :  — 

Milk  :  130 — all  genuine. 

General  Foods  :  44 — all  genuine,  as  follows  :  — 

Bread  (brown)  , But  ter.  Beef,  Cayenne  Pepper, 
Cheese  Straws,  Cochineal,  Cocktail  Sausage,  Chut¬ 
ney  Pickle,  Diabetic  Lemon  Squash,  Diabetic 
Orange  Squash,  Fruit  Sauce,  Ground  Rice,  Ice 
Cream,  Instant  Postum,  Jam  (Apple  and  Black¬ 
berry),  Juice  of  real  Lemons,  Lard,  Macaroons 
Buttered,  Malted  Cake,  Mixed  Pudding  Spice, 
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Morfat,  Natural  Juice  of  Lemons,  Pumpernickel, 
Pure  English  Honey,  Pure  Oil  of  Peppermint, 
Powdered  Glucose,  Powdered  Nutmeg,  Rice,  Rye 
Slices,  Sausage  (Beef),  Semolina,  Sugar,  Sugared 
Coconut,  Tea,  Table  Jelly,  Tomato  Ketchup, 
Tomato  (tinned).  Treacle. 

Sausage  (Pork)  2  samples  :  1  genuine,  1  adulterated. 
Drugs  :  3. 

Ointment  (Boracic),  Ointment  (Sulphur),  Ointment 
(Zinc  and  Castor  Oil). 

Proceedings  :  — 

Proeeedings  were  instituted  against  a  butcher  for 
selling  “Pork  Sausages”  which  were  deficient  in 
its  proper  proportion  of  meat.  A  fine  of  £5  and 
costs  amounting  to  £3  7s.  Od.  were  imposed. 

SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
(see  table  5,  page  36). 

Diphtheria. 

There  was  no  case  of  Diphtheria  reported. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  is  now  a  function  of  the 
County  Council.  Set  out  below  are  statistics  for  the 
Borough. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  1952. 


School. 

Primary 

Re-inforcing 

St.  Austin’s  . 

6 

8 

St.  Leonard’s  Avenue  . 

4 

25 

Forebridge . 

1 

11 

Corporation  St.  Infants 

10 

65 

Little  worth  . 

3 

20 

Tenter  Banks  ........ 

5 

41 

Holmeroft  . 

4 

38 

Stone  Road  . 

11 

25 

St.  Patrick’s  .Tunior  .  .  . 

3 

32 

Rising  Brook . 

i 

23 

Silkmore  . 

7 

36 

Flash  Ley . 

11 

74 

Outside  Schools 

■ — 

] 

Welfare  Centre  . 

90 

13 

Private  Doctors  . 

313 

70 

Total . 

469 

482 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  eases  notified  during  the 
year  as  against  67  in  1951.  There  were  no  deaths  and  no 
peak  period.  Thirty-seven  eases  were  removed  to  Hospital 
and  the  disease  was*^mild  in  character.  More  than  one  case 
occurred  in  one  family  in  *20  instances. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Five  cases  were  notified. 

Pneumonia. 

There  were  30  cases  notified  with  one  death.  In 
addition  11  other  deaths  were  due  to  this  disease. 

Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  notified — a  child  aged  5  years.  The  patient 
was  removed  to  hospital  and  was  discharged  after  3  weeks. 
It  was  diagnosed  as  Non-Paralytic. 


Food  Poisoning. 

Four  cases  in  wdiich  twn  families  were  involved  were 
notified  during  the  year.  One  case,  a  child  five  years 
carried  the  organism  for  three  months. 

Dysentery. 

There  were  19  cases  notified  but  following  up  the  usual 
practice  of  checking  up  on  all  members  of  the  family,  it  was 
found  that  in  many  instances  other  members  of  the  family 
w'^ere  excreting  the  organism.  Cases  usually  cleared  up  in 
three  weeks  but  in  several  instances  it  took  from  8 — 12 
weeks  before  the  family  could  be  considered  free  from  the 
infection.  The  cases  Avere  distributed  throughout  the  town 
and  occurred  mainly  in  March  and  April.  Included  in  the 
19  cases  were  eight  cases  from  a  local  Institution  in  July  and 
August. 

Measles. 

One  hundred  and  tw'enty-five  cases  were  reported. 
Most  cases  w^ere  mild  in  character  and  the  peak  period  was 
reached  in  August. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

The  peak  periods  were  May  and  July.  Altogether 
263  eases  were  notified. 


Erysipelas. 

Only  one  ease  was  notified  during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis. 


During  the  year  34  new^  cases  were  notified. 

The  “Balance  Sheet”  for  the  Register  may  be  given  as 
follow^s  :  — 


On  Register  at  ,Jan. 
Notifications 
Transfers  in 


1952 
1st  160 

Deaths 

5 

34 

Recovered 

24 

5 

Left  District 

4 

199 

On  Register  at  31st 
Dec . 

167 

199 

The  increase  over  recent  vears  in  the  actual  number  of 
the  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  eases  during  the  year  has 
been  investigated  and  it  would  appear  from  the  register  that 
10  eases  have  either  come  into  the  town  recently  or 
have  been  notified  w^hile  in  St.  George’s  Hospital  or  from  the 
Prison.  In  addition  the  population  has  been  steadily 
increasing  and  this,  with  the  more  extensive  use  of  the  T.B. 
Hospital  Service  and  X  Ray  for  diagnosis,  have  in  my 
opinion  accounted  for  the  increase. 

In  order  to  determine  whether  there  has  been  any 
change  in  the  incidence  as  to  any  particular  age  group  an 
attempt  has  been  made  to  make  a  comparison,  on  a  per¬ 
centage  basis,  between  the  cases  notified  this  year  and  a 
group  of  cases  composed  of  all  cases  for  the  ten  year  period, 
1941 — 1950.  This  is  set  out  below,  numbers  in  brackets. 

It  appears  that  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  has 
decreased  for  the  year  under  review.  Of  the  Respiratory 
type  of  Tuberculosis  there  is  however  a  marked  increase  in 
males  from  25  years  upwards  and  also  in  the  females,  com¬ 
prising  the  three  groups  included  between  15  and  45  years 
of  age.  There  appears  to  be  generally  a  similar  pattern  of 
incidence  as  in  previous  years,  but  with  an  extension  into 
the  older  ages  of  the  male  group. 
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Respiratory  Non-Respiratory  |  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 
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Total  255  *  Total  34 


Admissions  to,  and  discharges  from,  Institutions  were 
notified  as  follows 

Admissions  Discharges 

Groundslow  Sanatorium  .  .  .  .  8  .  .  3 

Pres t wood  Sanatorium  .  .  .  .  1  .  .  — 

Health  Visiting. — Domiciliary  visits  are  made  by  the 
County  Health  Visitors. 

Public  Health  Propaganda. 

Following  procedure  of  previous  years,  the  press  have 
kindlv  taken  advantage  of  the  Chairman’s  remarks  at 
Council  Meetings  w'hen  matters  on  Public  Health  have 
required  publicity.  Posters  have  been  used  to  bring  matters 
of  interest  before  the  public  and  the  Health  Department’s 
Staff  have  given  talks  to  voluntary  bodies  on  many  aspects 
of  their  work. 

Road  Accident  Figures. 

The  Road  Safety  Committee  have  been  very  active 


during  the  year  in 

directing 

the  attention 

of  the  public,  in 

various  ways,  to  the  dangers 

that  still  exist 

on  the  roads,  and 

the  following  figures  have  been  extracted  from  their  reports  : 

Seriously 

Sliphtly 

Killed  injured 

inj  tired 

1948 

7 

24 

103 

1949 

8 

21 

140 

1950 

9 

29 

144 

1951 

4 

29 

133 

1952 

45 

151 

Mortuary. 


Bodies  admitted  to  the  Public  Mortuary 

as  under  : — 

Borough  Residents 

17 

Non-residents  who  died  in  the  Borough 

10 

Brought  in  from  outside  the  Borough 

10 

Non-civilians  .  .  . 

.  .  — 

37 

Post-mortem  examinations 

31 

32 


Table  1. — Births  and  Stillbirths 


STAFFORD 

BOROUGH. 

Birth  Rate 

for  Smaller 

Year 

Towns  of 

Total 

Still 

England 

Total 

Birth 

Still 

Birth 

and  Wales 

Births 

Rate 

Births 

Rate 

1943  . . 

661 

18.3 

23 

33 

16.5 

1944  . . 

720 

20.7 

19 

26 

17 . 6 

1945  .  . 

635 

18.8 

18 

27 

19.2 

194G  .  . 

685 

19.4 

26 

36 

21.3 

1947  . . 

703 

19.7 

19 

26 

22.2 

1948  . . 

686 

18.2 

23 

32 

19.2 

1949  .  . 

755 

19.5 

17 

22 

18.0 

1950  .  . 

638 

15.9 

17 

25 

16.8 

1951  . . 

701 

17.4 

19 

20 

16.7 

1952  . . 

674 

16.54 

9 

13 

15.5 

Table  2. — Infant  mortality  for  1952  and  previous  nine  years 


Under  one  month 

Under 

one  year 

.  i 

Live 

1 

Year 

Births 

Rate  per 

Rate  per 

1 

Deaths 

1000  births 

Deaths 

1000  births 

1943  . . 

661 

17 

25 

30 

45 

1944  . . 

720 

15 

21 

20 

27 

1945  .. 

635 

19 

29 

30 

47 

1946  . . 

685 

16 

23 

27 

39 

1947  .. 

703 

14 

19 

24 

34 

1948  . . 

686 

11 

16 

19 

27 

1949  .  . 

755 

11 

14 

16 

21 

1950  .  . 

638 

6 

9 

13 

20 

1951  .. 

701 

16 

22.8 

24 

34.2 

1952  .. 

674 

12 

17.8 

'  - - 

16 

23.7 

i 

1 

33 


Table  3. — Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Mortality,  and  Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infectious 

Diseases. 


England 

160 

STAFFORD 

and 

Wales 

Smaller 

Towns 

1952 

1951 

Rates  p 

er  1,000 

Populat 

ion  : — 

Live  Births  . 

15.3 

15.5 

16.54 

17.4 

Still  Births . i 

0.35 

0.36 

0.22 

.474 

1 

22.6(a) 

23.0(a) 

13.18 

— 

DEATHS. 

All  Causes . 

11.3 

11.2 

(a) 

9.4 

10.3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis  . 

0.01 

0.00 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  .... 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Small-pox  . 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Pneumonia . 

0.47 

0.43 

0.29 

0.22 

Whooping  Cough . 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.02 

Diphtheria . 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Influenza . 

0.04 

0.04 

— 

0.22 

Tuberculosis . 

0.24 

0.22 

0.12 

0.07 

NOTIFICATIONS. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 
Polioencephalitis)  Paralytic .... 

0.06 

0.06 

Non-Paralytic 

0.03 

0.02 

— 

— 

Small-pox  . 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever . 

1.53 

]  .58 

6.55 

1.67 

Diphtheria . 

0.01 

0.03 

— 

0.02 

Typhoid  Fever . 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

0.02 

0.03 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

0.14 

0.12 

0.25 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

0.72 

0.62 

0.74 

0.89 

Whooping  Cough . 

2.61 

2.57 

6.45 

5.53 

Measles  . 

8.86 

8.49 

3.07 

8.77 

Food  Poisoning . 

0.13 

0.11 

0  98 

0.02 

Meningococcal  infection  . 

0.03 

0.03 

— 

— 

Rates  p 

er  1,000 

Live  Bi 

rths  :  — 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

27 . 6(b) 

25.8 

23.74 

34.2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  En¬ 
teritis  under  two  years  of  age 

1.1 

0.5 

(b) 

0.12 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 

Births  (L 

ive  and 

Still):— 

Notifications  (Corrected) 
Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 

17.87(a) 

10.22(a) 

7.31(a) 

2.08 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 

The  rates  apply  to  the  civilian  population  only. 

The  160  Smaller  Towns  have  resident  populations  of  25,000  to 
50,000  ;  Stafford  is  one  of  these. 


Table  4. — Registrar-General’s  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death 


Causes  of  Death  : 

Total 

Males 

Females 

i 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system . 

5 

4 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis . 1 

— 

— 

—  “ 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .... 

1 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach  . 

14 

6 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast  . 

8 

— 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm  lung,  bronchus . 

10 

8 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus . 

3 

— 

3 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

41 

21 

20 

TnflnPTTZfi  . 

- 

■  - 

. . . 

5 

5 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System . 

52 

19 

33 

Coronary  disease,  angina . 

42 

25 

17 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease . 

5 

1 

4 

Other  Heart  Disease . 

91 

46 

45 

Other  circulatory  Diseases 

15 

8 

7 

Leukaemia,  A  leukaemia . 

1 

1 

^ , 

Pneumonia  . 

12 

6 

6 

Bronchitis  . 

19 

16 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system . 

2 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

4 

4 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea . 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis . 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

3 

3 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion . 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations . . . 

4 

3 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases . 

37 

17 

20 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents . 

1 

1 

— 

All  other  accidents  . 

3 

2 

1 

. . . 

3 

3 

. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war . 

— 

Total  Deaths . 

383 

1 

197 

1 

186 

Ward  distribution  of  deaths  : — 

North,  91  ;  South,  87  ;  East,  75  ;  West,  87  ;  Bas- 
wich,  43. 
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Table  5.— INFECMOUS  DISEASES  (OTHER  ThAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED  IN  1952. 
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